Chemical burns: our 10-year experience.
A review of 173 patients with chemical burns admitted to our burn unit was carried out during the years 1976-85. Most burns were work related (83 per cent). The majority of patients were men aged 21-50 years (mean age = 29.6 years). The mean total body surface area involved was 3.6 per cent (range = 1-30 per cent). The mean length of stay in hospital was 6.3 days (range = 1-52 days). The extremities were involved in 68 per cent of the patients. The more common aetiological agents were bromine and its compounds (36 per cent), then acids (21 per cent), alkalis and organic substances (14.5 per cent each). The severest burns were caused by the inorganic substances. Delayed admission was most characteristic of the bromine and alkali burns. Complications included local infection (19 cases), systemic infection (two cases), inhalation injury (two cases), tissue necrosis (one case) and corneal erosion (one case). There were no deaths. Increased awareness of the hazardous potential of chemicals should help reduce the incidence of chemical burns.